ERASMUS

the Impatience of the period were concentrated in this
man who was expected to raise mankind to a higher
ethical standard by means of the newly discovered
sciences. "He or none," was on every lip. "He or none
can snap the intolerable tension which we all of us feel
in the air." Merely as a literary man, Erasmus's name
became an incomparable power at the opening of the
sixteenth century. He might, had he possessed a daring
spirit, have utilized his position to perform some out-
standing deed, some authoritative reforming act, that
would have been of historical importance. But the
world of action was not his world. Erasmus could clarify
but not shape, he could prepare the ground but not
garner the harvest. His name does not adorn the annals
of the Reformation; another was to reap where he had
sown.
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